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lem Educational Conference held in Poona on
December 28 and 29, 1940.
Referring to the Wardha Scheme the Report
says that the Moslems felt sincerely that it was the
spiritual element which must once more be re-
stored to humanity. They were against the "over-
intellectualisation of modern education and the
over-emphasis of materialism to the neglect of
the spiritual." They were against the Wardha
Scheme because it neglected religion generally and
yet brought into bold relief "Ahimsa, which was
the religion of Gandhiji." Characterising the in-
troduction of the Wardha Scheme by the Congress
Ministries as a "Crusade against Islamic Culture",
the Report says that the Moslems have another
grievance against the Plan; it harked back to a
primitive period of life.1
The main fear of .the Moslems is that Basic
Education aims at building up a "synthetic culture"
which would make them lose their separate cultural
and national identity. This is exactly what the
Wardha Scheme does not do. The Zakir Hussain
Committee has taken the utmost care to see that
children educated under this Plan develop a spirit
1 The Indian   Annual ILeghter, Vol. II, July-Dec., 1940,
pp. 413-14.